Long-Term Archive Policies and Strategies

The National Climatic Data Center is an approved Agency Records Center and operates under the same guidelines and regulations as the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) Federal Records Centers.  The facility was built to meet NARA physical security and environmental storage standards
Comprehensive Large Array-data Stewardship System (CLASS) is being implemented for satellite data, initially.  This is a dual site system that will provide storage and access to satellite data; and provide redundancy in case one site is not operational.
Data, whether hard copy or digital, are maintained in two copies. The second copy is kept off-site at a Federal Records Center or a facility that meets NARA standards.
Archive media

NCDC is currently using IBM 3590 and LTO tape technology for storage of digital data in a mass store robotics system.  Data are migrated to new technologies on a periodic basis to maintain data accessibility.

Much of the paper documents have been microfilmed in the past and are maintained on two copies.  More recently, remaining paper copies and microfilmed records are being imaged and stored in a data base system as well as a image file in the mass store library.

Data Formats

All in-situ data are maintained in ASCII and remotely sensed data (radar and satellite) are in binary format.  Imaged documents are maintained as TIF files.
Data migration

We have complete the migration of in-situ and Polar Orbitor satellite data from IBM 3480 tapes, and the radar data from 8MM tapes to the mass store environment.  The Geostationary satellite data have been rescued from the vintage Sony U-matic tapes to new media.
Environmental storage standards

Our digital libraries as well as off-site storage meet NARA defined standards for digital media.
Physical security

The NCDC building security, digital libraries and off-site storage meet NARA defined standards for digital and hard copy media.
Analog/Film Data Preservation or Recovery

Under the Climate Data Modernization Program NCDC has been imaging the major portion of its’ hardcopy data records (microfilm/paper) as well as digitzing data going back to the 1800s.
